Safeguarding Cgb
Role of the DSL o]

Leicester
City Council

‘The lead practitioner is responsible for liaison with local statutory children's services agencies,
and with the LSP. They must provide support, advice, and guidance to any other staff on an
ongoing basis, and on any specific safeguarding issue as required. The lead practitioner must
attend a child protection training course that enables them to identify, understand and respond
appropriately to signs of possible abuse and neglect’.

EYFS Statutory Framework 2023

A practitioner must be designated to take lead responsibility for safeguarding children in every
setting. Childminders must take the lead responsibility.

The DSL should take lead on supporting and monitoring effective implementation of the LLR LSCB

The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is the identified member of staff, with allocated
responsibility for safeguarding within the setting. There should be a deputy DSL identified, to take
lead in the absence of the DSL.

The DSL should take lead responsibility for supporting staff on child welfare and child protection
matters, making appropriate assessments of children’s needs to make accurate and timely
referrals.



As DSL they should be confident and competent to take part in strategy discussions and other
inter agency meetings, liaising with other agencies in line with Working Together to Safeguarding
Children 2023 and LLR LSBP Procedures Online.

The DSL should take the lead on ensuring that the settings safeguarding, and child protection
policies and procedures are reviewed and updated annually with staff and parent involvement.

They should ensure that all staff, volunteers, students, and committee members have a copy of
safeguarding policies and procedures and monitor that these are both understood and practised
by all.

The DSL should have awareness and implement the LLR Safeguarding Competency Framework

Task 1

The DSL role requires an experienced practitioner with knowledge and expertise in the area of
safeguarding. As you can see from the list above it carries a lot of responsibility.

Use the reflective questions below to prompt further reflection.

e |s there a designated safeguarding lead identified within the setting?

e Do all staff know who the identified DSL is and what their role entails?

e |s the DSL the manager of the provision? If not, how do they work alongside the
manager/leader to ensure that staff are well informed regarding safeguarding and that
safeguarding practice is effectively monitored?



How does the DSL support staff in identifying appropriate safeguarding CPD opportunities
Is there an identified deputy DSL that will take lead responsibility in the absence of the
DSL? If so, how well established is this role?

Has the DSL attended an appropriate child protection course as detailed in the EYFS
statutory framework? If so, how has this training been embedded?

Has the DSL/Deputy DSL attended any specific DSL training? If so, how has this been
embedded into practice?

How does the DSL ensure that they are kept up to date with changes to national policies
and legislation?

What processes are in place for the DSL to effectively cascade safeguarding updates to the
team?

What opportunities are available for practitioners to discuss any concerns they may have
with their DSL?

Is the DSL confident in their role and clear about the action they should take should a
safeguarding concern be raised?

Is the DSL familiar with local services and teams that are accessible should they need to
report a concern? If so, review whether contact details are up to date and readily available.
Does the DSL feel confident in challenging safeguarding practice and highlighting areas
identified as requiring improvement? If so, how is this achieved?



Task 2

Use the link below to further your knowledge and understanding in this area.

Family Information | Safequarding links and resources (leicester.gov.uk)
LSCPB | Home (Icitylscb.org)



https://families.leicester.gov.uk/childcare-professionals/early-education-development/safeguarding-what-you-need-to-know/safeguarding-links-and-resources/
https://www.lcitylscb.org/
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