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“Early years providers must guide the development of children’s capabilities with a view to
ensuring that children in their care complete the EYFS ready to benefit fully from the opportunities
ahead of them.”

Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage 2021

To achieve this, practitioners need to consider the staged approach of the planning cycle. Through
the process of observing and assessing, adults will be able to determine where children are in
their development journey, allowing them to plan appropriate opportunities to build on this.

Task

The following image depicts the 5-stage planning cycle as set out in Julien Grenier’s book ‘Work
with the revised Early Years Foundation Stage: Principles into Practice’. It breaks down the
integral steps required to enable you to adequately support children’s development, and to
effectively plan to meet each child’s needs.

Consider each of the stages and what they entail — in your opinion, does your current process for
planning encompass these key elements? Is anything missing? Following your reflection, share
with one another your feedback and be sure to action plan any changes felt necessary.



An example of
a planning cycle




